Introduction
As an academic discipline in education, curriculum studies is a very recent phenomenon. Its marked emergence after 1986 could be attributed to the socioeconomic disorder and political instability in India after the death of our first prime minister, Jawarharlal Nehru, in 1963. His death first led to the splitting of the Indian National Congress party 1 in 1969 when his daughter, Indira Gandhi, was the prime minister of the country and, later, to the declaration of Emergency by her in 1977 when the Allahabad High Court declared her election to the Lok Sabha (Lower House of the Indian Parliament) null and void. A period of non-Congress coalition government followed at the center 2 after the lifting of the Emergency, which ended with the return of Indira Gandhi to power in the general elections of 1980. Four years later, when Indira Gandhi was assassinated by the rebel Khalistan group in the Punjab, the education system was singled out as the "whipping boy" for all the ills of contemporary Indian society.
3 Indira Gandhi's son and successor, Rajiv Gandhi, won the general elections held in 1984. Riding on the sympathy wave after the assassination of his mother, he tried to reform education through the promulgation of the New National Policy on Education in 1986. Prior to that year, curriculum was never seriously studied either by our politicians or by our intellectuals, although most of us agree that our failure to adjust the curriculum inherited from the British Raj (Administration) in 1947 was one of the major factors for the socioeconomic and political disorder of the country.
The curriculum-associated with Western education and the centrality of science had been introduced by the British, between 1835 and 1854, to suit their own imperial needs and requirements-had initially nothing to do with the needs and aspirations of the Indian people who now included those Muslim ruling classes displaced by the former. In fact it bears a strong similarity to the one imported by the Muslim rulers when they set up their own rule in the country from 1206 onward. From then-until recently-we have followed a curriculum imposed on us by our rulers. Yet, for centuries from 1500 B.C.-prior to the coming of Islam-our Aryan sages had developed from our religious scriptures a curriculum taught in the Vedic schools and the Buddhist viharas, which answered all the needs and requirements of our Aryan ancestors and contributed to the development of a civilization which rose to its peak first under the Maurya emperor, Ashok (B.C. 273-232) and, later, under the Gupta emperor, Chandra Gupta II Vikramaditya (A.D. 380-415).
Despite my interest and expertise, I am not going to enter into details about the curriculum in ancient and medieval India (Ghosh 2002) . 4 Here I focus on the one introduced by the British in modern India, the one of utmost concern at the moment. For your convenience, I propose to present my account of the intellectual history and present circumstances of curriculum in India in two parts-British India and independent India.
Part I British India (1757-1947)
During the last days of the decline of the Mughal rule in India under Aurangzeb (1657-1707) in the late seventeenth century, a group of companies from the Westincluding English, French, Dutch, Danes, and the Portuguese-came to India, not as invaders and conquerors like their Muslim predecessors, but as traders and merchants. They soon found themselves embroiled in quarrels not only among themselves but also with the Indian powers they had to deal with for trading purposes. This converted many of them into conquerors and, then, rulers faced with the problems of administration of the territories they had gradually come to control. The colonists decided to import their own system of education to serve their immediate imperial needs and requirements.
5
The East India Company Officials as Patrons of an Oriental Curriculum Among the companies that came to India the most important one was the East India Company of London (Chaudhuri 1965; Philips 1961) .
6 By the end of the seventeenth century, the Company had established its trading posts at Surat, Bombay, and Madras and its headquarters at Calcutta, in 1690. The East India Company initially carried on its trading activities with Persia taking the help of the locals, and it continued to do so even after the grant of the Diwani in 1765 by the Mughal
